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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 6, 
line 1 6, "FIG." should be written "FIG. 1 ". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form.the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-8, 12, 14-21, 23-30, 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Clements et al. (US 4,905,819). Regarding claims 1-3, 
Clements et al. discloses a storage device for storing contact lenses and contact lens 
solution, comprising a case (10) defining a reservoir for contact lens solution and a pair 
of contact lens retaining compartments (18 and 20) for retaining contact lenses, said 
case including stream generating means (solution flows from tube 60 to distributor head 
26) for causing a stream of contact lens solution to flow from said reservoir to an 
exterior of said case and filling means (solution flows through orifices 30 and 32 into 
compartments 18 and 20) for causing the contact lens solution to flow from said 
reservoir into said compartments; and closure means (lid 36) removably attachable to 
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said case for covering an exposed portion of said stream generating means through 
which the stream of contact lens solution flows; said case includes an upper housing 
member (12) defining said compartments and a lower housing member (62) attached to 
said upper housing member, said reservoir being defined between said upper and lower 
housing members; and said upper housing member includes a reservoir covering 
section (bottom surface of bore 70) attached to said lower housing member to form said 
reservoir therebetween and a cover section (36) pivotally connected to the reservoir 
covering section, said compartments being defined in said reservoir covering section. 

Regarding claim 6-8 and 12, Clements et al. discloses said case further 
comprises covers (384 and 386) pivotally connected to said reservoir covering section 
to selectively cover said compartments; said reservoir covering section includes a 
mounting bracket (hinge) alongside each of said compartment for mounting said covers, 
each of said mounting brackets including a pair of projections separated by a cavity 
communicating with a respective one of said compartments with an aperture (at 158 
and 160 - See Fig. 8 embodiment) being formed at a bottom of each of said cavities, 
said reservoir covering section further including a channel (150) communicating with 
each of said apertures and a pressure application zone; said filling means comprise a 
pair of valves (166) each associated with a respective one of said compartments, each 
of said valves having an inlet opening situated in said reservoir and an outlet opening, 
each of said channels being arranged in the outlet opening of a respective one of said 
valves; and a part of each of said covers is arranged in a respective one of said cavities 
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and is pivotable to block said channels when in a closed position and allow flow through 
said cavities when in an open position. 

Regarding claim 14, Clements et al. discloses said closure means comprise 
means for preventing flow of contact lens solution from said reservoir when said closure 
means are attached to said case (rings 42 and 44, as well as cavity 52 prevent fluid flow 
while lid is attached to case). 

Regarding claims 1 5-21 , Clements et al. discloses said exposed portion (26) of 
said stream generating means comprise a flow nipple arranged on said case, said 
nipple having a tip with an aperture (30,32) formed therein through which streams of 
contact lens solution stored in said reservoir flow to an exterior of said case when said 
closure means are detached from said case; said nipple is detachable from said case to 
enable refilling of said reservoir (entire upper housing 12, which includes said nipple, is 
detachable); said case includes a projection (66) with threads (68) and said nipple has 
corresponding threads (69) arranged to engage with said threads of said projection; 
said closure means comprise a cap removably attachable to said case; attachment 
means (friction fit of nipple 26 and cavity 52) for removably attaching said cap to said 
case, said attachment means comprising an annular rib (top portion 74) formed on an 
outer surface of said nipple and an annular groove (52) formed on said cap and 
receivable of said annular rib of said nipple when said cap is attached to said case; said 
cap includes an interior cylindrical wall (52) arranged to surround said nipple, said 
annular groove being formed on an inner surface of said cylindrical wall; and said 
closure means comprise an engagement pad (inside surface of cavity 52) arranged to 
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contact said tip and cover said aperture in said nipple when said closure means is 
attached to said case and thereby prevent flow of fluid from said reservoir through said 
aperture when said closure means is attached to said case (See column 6, lines 13-17). 

Regarding claims 23-25, Clements et al. discloses said filling means are 
constructed to provide a one-way flow (See column 3, lines 40-43) of contact lens 
solution from said reservoir to said compartments and thereby prevent flow of contact 
lens solution from said compartments into said reservoir; said case further comprises a 
valve (aperture holding the air valve 170) arranged to allow inflow of air into said 
reservoir and prevent outflow of contact lens solution from said reservoir; and said valve 
comprises a valve member (air valve 170) attached to said case, said case including an 
intake aperture (aperture through air valve 170), said valve member being arranged to 
cover said aperture upon application of pressure from said reservoir and separate from 
said aperture in the absence of pressure being applied from said reservoir (See column 
8, lines 22-30). 

Regarding claims 26-30, As described above Clements et al. discloses a storage 
device for storing contact lenses and contact lens solution, comprising a case defining a 
reservoir for contact lens solution and a pair of contact lens retaining compartments for 
retaining contact lenses, said case including a flow nipple having a tip with an aperture 
formed therein, said nipple being removably attached to said case said nipple being 
detachable from said case to enable refilling of said reservoir; closure means removably 
attachable to said case for covering said aperture in said nipple; said case includes a 
projection with threads and said nipple has corresponding threads arranged to engage 
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with said threads of said projection; said closure means comprise a cap removably 
attachable to said case, further comprising attachment means for removably attaching 
said cap to said case, said attachment means comprising an annular rib formed on an 
outer surface of said nipple and an annular groove formed on said cap and receivable of 
said annular rib of said nipple when said cap is attached to said case; said cap includes 
an interior cylindrical wall arranged to surround said nipple, said annular groove being 
formed on an inner surface of said cylindrical wall; said closure means comprise an 
engagement pad arranged to contact said tip and cover said aperture in said nipple 
when said closure means is attached to said case and thereby prevent flow of fluid from 
said reservoir through said aperture when said closure means is attached to said case. 

Regarding claims 32 and 33, Clements et al. discloses a storage device for 
storing contact lenses and contact lens solution, comprising a case defining a reservoir 
for contact lens solution and a pair of contact lens retaining compartments for retaining 
contact lenses, said case including a support portion on which said compartments are 
defined, said support portion including a cavity communicating with each of said 
compartments and having an aperture (at 158 and 160 - See Fig. 8 embodiment) 
formed at a bottom thereof, a channel (150) communicating with each of said apertures 
and a pressure application zone (sides of 152), covers (834 and 386) movably 
connected to said support portion to selectively cover said compartments, a part of each 
of said covers being arranged in a respective one of said cavities and being movable to 
block said channel when in a closed position and allow flow through said cavity when in 
an open position, and a pair of valves (166) each associated with a respective one of 
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said compartments, each of said valves having an inlet opening situated in said 
reservoir and an outlet opening, each of said channels being arranged in the outlet 
opening of a respective one of said valves; and said support portion includes a 
mounting bracket (hinge) alongside each of said compartments for mounting said 
covers, each of said mounting brackets including a pair of projections, said cavities 
being arranged between said projections. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clements 
et al. (US 4,905,819) in view of Amend (US 5,375,699). As described above, Clements 
et al. discloses the claimed invention except for the mirror. However, Amend teaches a 



contact lens case comprising a mirror (13) on the interior surface of the lid for the 
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purpose of easier insertion and removal of contact lenses by the user. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified the device of Clements et al. with the mirror on a portion of the 
interior surface of the lid as taught by Amend in order to allow the user to view their 
reflection to make it easier to insert a contact lens. 

7. Claims 22 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Clements et al. (US 4,905,819). Clements et al. discloses said stream generating 
means further comprises a pressure application zone (pressure is applied to sides 62 of 
the bottle) formed on said case and arranged to cause an increase in pressure in said 
reservoir and outflow of contact lens solution from said reservoir when said aperture in 
said nipple is uncovered. Clements et al. discloses the claimed invention except for the 
specific thickness of the case at the pressure application zone. Official Notice is taken, 
that it is old and conventional to make the pressure application zone on a squeeze 
bottle to have a reduced thickness in comparison to the surrounding portion of the 
bottle. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made in view of the Official Notice to have provided the pressure 
application zone of Clements et al. with a reduced thickness in order to make it easier to 
apply pressure to the case. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 5, 9-1 1 , 1 3 and 34-37 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Gregory (US 4,574,944), Haggin (US 2004/0173474), Church et 
al. (US 2004/0251 146), Vanden Dries et al. (US 6,289,906) and Amend (US 5,381 ,889). 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Reynolds whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
9959. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571)272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Mickey Yu 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 




Group 37C0 



